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A major purpose of GCVI is to help you to develop as a responsible person who will think clearly, 
feel deeply, and act wisely to the best of your ability.  The school’s staff dedicates themselves to 
assist you in achieving these goals.  GCVI is proud of its history of high academic standards, di-
verse programmes and varied extra curricular activities.  This school is yours to use, to enjoy, to 
benefit from, and to be proud of. 

Accompanying your rights and privileges are responsibilities.  Students are 
expected to attend their classes regularly and punctually, to be prepared to 
work and to put forth their best effort at all time.  Failing to meet these respon-
sibilities hurts not only you but the students around you as well.  It is your re-
sponsibility as a student to have respect and concern for others and to treat 
them as you wish to be treated.  Nothing can be permitted which will disrupt 
the learning environment of the school.  Finally, it is the responsibility of every-
one to know the rules and regulations of the school, the Dress Code, The 
School Code of Conduct, and your right to appeal a decision as outlined in the 
Student Handbook. These rules serve as guidelines for behaviour and ensure 
that everyone knows what is expected of them.  

Unacceptable behaviour must have some consequence.  Such consequences range from detentions to 
suspensions or expulsions and will be consistent with established school, board and Ministry policies.  
In the event that you do not live up to your responsibilities, the teacher may choose to speak to you in 
class or you may be referred to the school administration. Your parents may be informed of a situation 
calling for disciplinary action and possibly be requested to attend a meeting at the school.   
 
Your Student Handbook outlines the regulations for student conduct in school, on school buses, at 
school dances, at sports events, on field trips, and at other school activities.  Disobedience, profanity, 
use of alcohol or drugs, fighting or threatening others, destruction of school property or vandalism, dis-
honest, abusive behaviour, disrespect towards other students and staff are all considered to be unac-
ceptable behaviour and will result in disciplinary action.  The great majority of GCVI students have no 
difficulty living within school regulations.  As a result, GCVI is a friendly and supportive school where 
students are well behaved.  It is the right of all students to enjoy the benefits of their years at school.  

�� �7�,5�� �3 ��, �4 ,��$5��6�8���,� �
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You have the right to earn the respect of staff and students, 
and  to be treated with dignity and courtesy by everyone 
you have contact with.  You have the right to expect a good 
education and a high level of professionalism from all of 
your teachers.  You should always feel safe and secure 
while at GCVI.  You have the right to express yourself po-
litely as long as you are sensitive to the rights and feelings 
of others.  It is also your right to enjoy yourself, to obtain 
satisfaction and pleasure from your high school experience, 
and to benefit from the opportunities available to you.  

The Guelph Collegiate-Vocational Institute continue s its long tradition of supporting the aspira-
tions of all its diverse individuals. Our school, i n partnership with our community, encourages 
students to love learning and challenges them to ac hieve their personal best.  
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There will be no fees or cost charged to participate in the regular day school program.  Students en-
rolled in secondary schools in the Upper Grand District School Board can expect to be provided with the 
basic classroom learning resources that are required in order to complete the course expectations.  It is 
recognized that there may be optional resources that students may purchase to enhance their program; 
e.g. field trips, workbooks, upgrading materials in courses such as construction technology, visual arts, 
music and family studies. 
Students are expected to come to school ready and willing to participate actively in their own learning. 
To that end, students are expected to bring materials with them for their personal note-taking (e.g. pen-
cils, pens paper, binders.) 
Students are encouraged to purchase their school’s student card by paying the student activity fee.  
The student card includes but is not limited to the benefit of participating in the co-instructional program 
and in the Student Council dances, activities and yearbook.  Student’s involved in extracurricular groups 
will be made aware of any additional participation fees prior to making a commitment to participate. 

/ �,8� �� 4��� �

The GCVI requires academic honesty from all students.  Academic honesty is: creating original work;  
using original material only once;  giving due credit for original facts and ideas of others used within the 
student’s practical, oral, written and electronically produced work. Academic dishonesty, including pla-
giarism, will result in penalties imposed by the student’s teacher and/or administrator. 

Regular attendance in classes is an important factor in the academic success of students.  When stu-
dents are absent, they miss material on which subsequent learning is based, they miss valuable time 
to work on projects, and they miss evaluations given by teachers.  Students who “skip” classes and 
subsequently miss a test or other evaluation may forfeit the opportunity for evaluation.  If a student is ill 
for an extended period of time, work can be sent home if the office is notified.  The school will make 
every effort to inform parents of problems created by the irregular attendance of their children.  Regular 
attendance is an important component of success in all courses.  Since a credit is based upon instruc-
tion in a course for a minimum of 110 hours, when a student misses too many classes, he/she might 
not be able to complete a sufficient amount of the work assigned.  As a result the student may fail to 
achieve a credit for the course. 

In the first week of each course, every student will receive a course information sheet describing briefly 
the course content and all course expectations.  It will describe how the student is evaluated and the 
weighting of marks to determine the final course mark.  It will also include the procedures and conse-
quences for students absent from tests.   

The Principal, in consultation with the teaching staff is responsible for the final decision in all promo-
tions.  Such decisions will be based on a student’s progress throughout the year, on the prospect of 
success in the next year of study, and on the regulations of the Ontario Ministry of Education. 

Field trips that fulfill expectations of the curriculum in any given course will include some cost to the stu-
dents in that course.  Individual charges will vary depending on the trip.  No student will be denied the 
opportunity to go on a course related field trip because of financial need. 
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Students entering Grade 9 in September 1999 or later will write the Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Test before the end of Grade 10. This test will be provincially created and provincially administered.  
The literacy test evaluates students’ reading, writing and comprehension skills based on the expecta-
tions in Language and Communications up to and including Grade 9.  Students entering Grade 9 in 
September 2000 or later must pass this test in order to graduate from High School and the successful 
completion of the test, including the date, will be recorded on the Ontario Student Transcript.  Students 
who do not pass the test will receive remedial help to prepare for retesting or be recommended for the 
Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (see English) .  Accommodations for students in special 
education programs may include additional time to complete the test.  Requests for deferrals or ex-
emptions are to be directed to the Principal. 
 

 

Students will be required as part of their Ontario Secondary School Diploma (O.S.S.D.) to complete a 
minimum of 40 hours of unpaid community involvement over their four years of Secondary School.  
This involvement will be in addition to the 30 credits required to graduate and must be arranged by stu-
dents and parents.  Students must keep a record of this involvement and have it validated by the Guid-
ance Office before June 1st of their graduating year.  A student may work in a variety of settings in-
cluding businesses, not-for-profit organizations, public sector institutions (including hospitals) and infor-
mal settings.  Possible activities include charity work, coaching, or involvement in certain extra curricu-
lar activities within the school as defined by the Community Involvement Information Manual.  This 
manual provides students with lists of eligible activities and the guide provided by the Ministry.  It also 
includes a record of hours for planned and completed Community Involvement Activities.  Community 
Involvement Activities may be counted toward the 40-hour minimum ONLY if they occurred after the 
student entered high school in September of Grade 9. 

The Ontario Student Transcript (OST) is a provincially standardized document, which is the stu-
dent’s official record of credits earned.  Copies are available to students on request.   
 

The OST is kept in the student’s Ontario Student Record (OSR) folder. This folder contains achieve-
ment results, credits earned, and other information important to the education of the student. The OSR 
is created when a student enters the Ontario school system, and moves with the student from school 
to school.  The OSR is created under the authority of the Education Act, and the contents of the OSR 
are protected under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The parents/guardians 
and the student may examine the contents of the OSR on request, with the assistance of the Principal 
or a Guidance Counsellor. 
 

The OST will reveal all grade 11 or 12 courses attempted, including those failed, dropped or repeated. 
This will allow a more valid evaluation of each student’s academic performance. Students taking grade 
11 or 12 courses must be careful to meet the deadline to drop a course from their timetables.  Failure 
to meet this deadline will result in the course remaining on the Transcript and thus it will be a part of 
the student’s permanent record.  The final date to drop a course and not have it appear on a transcript 
is five days after mid term reports have been issued. This may have an effect when students present 
their transcripts when applying for employment, college or university.   
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Students who leave school before fulfilling the requirements for the OSSD or the Ontario Secondary 
School Certificate may be granted a Certificate of Accomplishment.  This may be a useful means of 
recognizing achievement for students who plan to take certain vocational programs or other kinds of 
further training, or who plan to find employment after leaving school.  The student’s Ontario Student 
Transcript will accompany the Certificate of Accomplishment.   
 
For those students who have an Individual Education Plan, a copy of the IEP may be included.  Stu-
dents who return to school to complete additional credit and non credit courses will have their transcript 
updated accordingly, but will not be issued a new Certificate of Accomplishment.  They may work to-
wards an Ontario Secondary School Certificate or the Ontario Secondary School Diploma. 
 
 

 
The Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted on request to    stu-
dents who leave secondary school before earning the OSSD, provided that 
they have earned a minimum of 14 credits as follows: 
�

Compulsory credits—total of 7:  
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The Upper Grand District School Board’s Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) is a commit-
tee created under the Education Act to make recommendations to the board about matters affecting the 
establishment and development of special education programs and services for exceptional pupils in 
the board.  The role of SEAC and its members is detailed in Regulation 464/97.  The SEAC is made up 
of parents, trustees, and community representatives who meet regularly to discuss concerns about the 
education of exceptional children.  The SEAC is involved each year in the preparation of the Special 
Education Plan and the budget process. 
 
Copies of The Upper Grand School Board’s Parents’ Guide to Special Education are available in each 
school.  Parents are able to read the Special Education Plan at the school, or access the document on 
the Upper Grand District School Board website. Select “Program” then “Special Education”. 
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�

· focus on the essential concepts of the discipline and explore related material 
· emphasize theoretical and abstract applications 
· use abstract thinking and problem solving 

· focus on the essential concepts of the discipline 
· emphasize practical and concrete applications  
· incorporate theory when appropriate 

· are appropriate for all students  
· are designed to provide students with a broad educational base that will prepare students for 

 

The GCVI Locally Developed Math course is a credit course that prepares students for grade 9 
Applied Mathematics. 
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 A complete COURSE CALENDAR is available at  
www.ugdsb.on.ca/gcvi  

This on-line calendar includes full course descriptions, diploma requirements, prereq-
uisites, Cooperative  Education, Specialist High Skills Major, guidelines and much 
more information about selecting courses.  
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· The grade 9 program will consist of FIVE COMPULSORY courses and  THREE  OP-
TIONAL courses.  Please note that PPL10 (Healthy Active Living) is s trongly recom-
mended. 

· Students must take eight courses, four in each semester. 

· Promotion is on a subject-by-subject basis. 
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Grade 11 and 12 courses are organized into types according to the 
student’s intended post-secondary destination.  Students may choose 
university (U), university/college (M), college (C), workplace (E) 
courses, or Open (O) courses. Students making course selections in 
Grade 10 must be mindful of the prerequisites for Grade 11 
courses.  
�
UNIVERSITY PREPARATION  courses are designed to prepare students for university programs and 
related careers. Theoretical aspects of the course content will be emphasized, but concrete applica-
tions will be included. Students will demonstrate their development of independent research and 
learning skills. 
 
COLLEGE PREPARATION  courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills for 
entry into college programs.  Critical thinking, problem-solving skills and concrete applications of the 
course material will be emphasized.  Students will demonstrate their development of independent 
research and learning skills. 
 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE  PREPARATION  courses include relevant content for students bound for either 
destination.  Theoretical aspects and concrete applications will be emphasized. Students will dem-
onstrate their development of independent research and learning skills. 
 
OPEN COURSES are not designed with a specific post-secondary destination in mind.  Knowledge 
and skills in a subject are broadened.  This subject may or may not be related to a student’s post-
secondary goals.  Their focus is on providing students with a broad education base and equipping 
them for active and rewarding participation in society. Open courses are appropriate for all stu-
dents. 
 
WORKPLACE  PREPARATION  courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills 
they need for entry into the workplace, apprenticeship programs or other training programs.  Work-
place applications of the course will be emphasized, but the underlying theoretical material will also 
be explored.  Cooperative education and work experience placements will be important aspects of 
the Workplace preparation courses.  Students will be required to demonstrate independent re-
search and learning skills. The importance of lifelong learning will be stressed. 
 
CHANGING COURSE TYPES:   Students who change their educational goals may need to take courses 
of a different type from those they initially chose.  For example, a student who has completed a 
Grade 11 college preparation English course may change their education goal and may need to 
take Grade 12 university preparation English.  A student wishing to change course types between 
Grade 10 and 11and/or Grades 11 and 12 may: 

· Take a transfer course that will bridge the gap between course types 
· Take a summer course or undertake independent study to achieve the uncompleted expecta-

tions that are required to enter the new program. 
 

TRANSFER COURSES are designed to enable students who alter their post secondary plans to trans-
fer from one type of course to another in grades 10 and 11.  Transfer courses provide the knowl-
edge and skills required to bridge the gap between two courses of different types.  These courses 
are shorter than most courses and provide partial credits.  These courses are offered on the follow-
ing conditions: 

·   Transfer courses will be offered primarily through Continuing Education. 
·   Students will apply for the transfer courses to Continuing Education through the Guidance Of-

fice. 
·   Transfer of courses taken through Continuing Education will be reported to the appropriate 

schools. 
·   The Program Department, in consultation with Principals, will make every reasonable effort to 

offer and operate transfer courses on-line for students who live in areas where summer school 
is not offered. 
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These strategies and programs can be accessed by teacher referral or student self-referral. 
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